FROM THE PASTOR

Dear Parishioners,

John Little, in his book about Bruce Lee, The Warrior
Within, tells the story of a Zen master who is having tea
with a professor who had come to learn the Zen master’s
teachings. The professor kept interrupting the Zen
master trying to impress him with his own knowledge.

The Zen master began to pour the tea and continued
to pour even though the cup was overflowing.
“Enough!” the professor cried. “The cup is overfull, no
more will go in!”

“Indeed, I see,” answered the Zen master. “Like this
cup you are full of your own opinions and speculations.
If you do not first empty your cup, how can you taste my
tea?”

We also must first empty ourselves to make room for
Jesus to come into our lives.

Yours in Christ,

Zatter Dave

MASS INTENTIONS
Monday — October 25 — 9:00 a.m.
RICHARD BEUHLER (Bill & Dot Elison)
Tuesday — October 26 — 9:00 a.m.
ROXANE TUTKO (Terry & Peg Gregory)
Wednesday — October 27 — 9:00 a.m.
JAMES CAVANAUGH (Hahner Family)
Thursday — October 28 — 9:00 a.m.
ANNA FALLON (Jared & Kristen Gerace)
Friday — October 29 — 9:00 a.m.
JAMES FLORIDA (Rita Lotz)
Saturday — October 30 — 5:00 p.m.
R.J. POST (Bob & Irene Post)
Sunday — October 31 —8:15a.m.
CARL WEISS (Weis Children & Families)
Sunday — October 31 —10:30 a.m.
ROBERT FITZPATRICK (Marie Fitzpatrick)

WELCOME TO THE FAMILY

(-——-- This week we welcome George and

Jennifer Woodward and their children
Evan and Gavin to St. John’s Parish
Family. George is a Security Manager at
K-Mart and Jennifer is a Licensed Practical Nurse at
Orwigsburg Center. Warmly welcome the Woodward’s
with a big dose of St. John’s hospitality by writing to
1918 Third Ave., Pottsville.

ALL SOULS DAY ENVELOPES
Please drop your All Souls Day envelope in the
collection as soon as possible so your intentions can be
placed on the altar for All Souls Day. Additional
envelopes for your intentions can be found at the church
exits.

CANDLE INTENTIONS
B.V.M — IMO Bob & Babe Becker

by Mary & Bob Porter

St. Joseph — IMO Bob & Babe Becker
by Mary & Bob Porter

Tabernacle — Special Intention
Sanctuary

1. IMO Josephine Cavanaugh by Hahner Family
2. IMO Joseph Dumchus by Marge Davidson
3. IMO Anthony & Susan Majestic

by Chuck, Justina & Kelly Majestic

4. IMO John & Anna McGovern

by Chuck, Justina & Kelly McGovern
Guardian Angels

1.IMO Albert & Marie Majestic

by Chuck, Justina & Kelly Majestic

2. IMO Brian Alfonsi

by Chuck, Justina, & Kelly Majestic

5:00 — Saturday — October 30™

Readers: Lucilla Kochol

Euch.Min.: Pat & Christopher Lombel

Servers: Christopher Wollyung, Sarah Lombel,
Megan Ryan

Cantor: Mary Bound

8:15 a.m. — Sunday — October 31*

Reader: Paul Gombola

Euch.Min.: Paul & Debbie Herb, Bill Casey
Servers Grace Casey, Macaeda Herring, Steven Messina
Cantor: Kelly Messina

10:30 a.m. — Sunday — October 31*

Reader: Mary Hahner

Euch.Min.:Prudence Griffin, Debbie Guers,

Phil Markovich

Servers: Mary Beth Rissinger, Casey & Paige Guers
Cantor: Suzette Joy

PRAY FOR OUR SICK / DECEASED

We remember in prayer those who are ill. We commend
to our Divine Lord all of our aged people and

those residing in nursing homes. Sick:

Margie Glunz, Carolyn Foster, Edward
Wychunas, John Woznicki, Scott Rhoades,

Mary Ellen Viduszynski, Elizabeth McAlonis,
Espen Murphy, Greg Schoffstall, Sylvia Bercher, Rita
Montag, Noah Nabholtz, Mary Margaret Smith, Nancy
Newton, Paul Burns, Jean Smith, Matthew Mazakas,
Steve Kurtek, Melody Mazakas, Kathryn Dumchus,
Rosalia Campion, Fred Maley, Dot Elison,

Florence Yeager. Deceased: Helen Smith

WEEKLY COLLECTION
October 17™: $5,479.22; Bazaar: $681.00



QUESTION OF THE WEEK
Jesus’ parable points out
the dangers of judging others.
What would it be like to see others as God sees them?

This Week’s Readings
30" Sunday in Ordinary Time (October 23/24)
Reading I: Sirach 35:12-14, 16-18
Reading I1: 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18
Gospel: Luke 18:9-14

READING REFLECTION
Pharisaism
Today’s Gospel is about two people in the temple. One
is @ man of religion (a Pharisee) and the other is looked
upon by everyone as a sinner (the tax collector).

In today’s terms, the parable might portray two of our
contemporaries. One stands up arrogantly and proclaims
his innocence of any wrongdoing: he is neither racist nor
sexist; he oppresses no one; he is a strong supporter of
peace; he doesn’t hate anyone; he always gives everyone
an equal chance.

The other stands at a distance, acknowledging his own
complicity in evil and begging God’s forgiveness for his
contributions to the presence of sin in the world.

Enough of all this pharisaism! If no one is racist, then
why is there racism? If everyone is for peace, then why
is there no peace? If we all stand for equal opportunity,
then why are so many deprived?

We have had enough Pharisees in our world, and we
don’t need anyone else to tell us how innocent they are
of wrongdoing. It’s time for all of us to stand at a
distance and acknowledge our own complicity in evil.
It’s time to stop bragging and to beg God’s forgiveness.

“The structures of our society are subtly racist, for these
structures reflect the values which society upholds. They
are geared to the success of the majority and the failure
of the minority.

Members of both groups give unwitting approval by
accepting things as they are. Perhaps no single
individual is to blame. The sinfulness is often anonymous
but nonetheless real.

The sin is social in nature in that each of us, in varying
degrees, is responsible. All of us in some measure are
accomplices.”

U.S. Bishops, Brothers and Sisters to Us (1979) 13

Next Week’s Readings
31" Sunday in Ordinary Time (October 30/31)
Reading I: Wisdom 11:22-12:2
Reading Il: 2 Thessalonians 1:11-22
Gospel: Luke 19:1-10

I sought the Lord, and He heard me, and delivered me
from all my fears. ... Ps.34:4

SUCCESSFUL
SUNDAYS AT THE WELL

Fifteen adults had a spirit-filled and lively experience
of the Book of Job for six weeks at St. John’s.
Thank you to all participants and facilitators!

Watch the bulletin for the dates of the next study.
Hope to see you there!

R.C. l. A.

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
RCIA is for anyone who is interested in becoming
Catholic or in updating and deepening their
understanding of the Catholic Faith. Call St. John’s
Rectory, 622-5470, to register for the RCIA sessions
which began October 7th. All are welcome to attend any
or all of the sessions!

R.C.I.A. Schedule
October 21% at St. John’s
Introduction to Scripture ... Dr. Visot
October 28" at St. John’s
Scripture ... Dr. Visot
November 4™ at St. John’s
Places and Practices ... Fr. Dave
November 11" at St. John’s
Introduction to the Creed ... Dr. Visot
November 18™ at St. Michael’s
Who is Jesus? ... Fr. Adam Sedar

ROSARY FOR LIFE

When: Sunday, October 31st
(and every fourth Sunday of the month)
Time: 9:15a.m.
Where: here at St. John's Church
Who: All are welcome from all churches
Why:  because every 23 seconds a baby is aborted
Contact: Andrew Kubick 399-5102 or
e-mail prayerforlifel22@yahoo.com

able to carry 29 faithful will be departing St. John's early
that morning and setting out for Washington D.C. Please
consider joining us and 300,000 other pro-life people as
we march on Washington. For more information, please
contact Andrew Kubick using the information above.

FAMILY MATTERS
Parents of Young Children. We pray for parents of
young children — that they can survive today’s
challenges well and that God continues to strengthen
them in responding to the ever-changing needs of their
little ones.
You pray for my family and DI’ll pray for yours.


mailto:prayerforlife122@yahoo.com

CATHOLIC CHARITIES

Parenting _Support Educational _Series on
Tuesdays at Annunciation B.V.M. Parish in Shenandoah
from 1la.m. to Noon. There is no fee for the course.
Moms, dads, and grandparents of infants through
toddlers are encouraged to attend. Please call 570-628-
0466 to register or for more information.

Services Offered at Annunciation B.V.M. Parish in
Shenandoah on Tuesdays from 10 AM to 1 PM. Services
include pregnancy and parenting support; case
management for individuals, families, and older adults;
and information and referral. Walk-ins are welcome,
however, appointments are encouraged. Please call
Catholic Charities at 570-628-0466 to schedule an
appointment or for further information.

Mortgage Information Available on federally-
insured reverse mortgages, which are called home equity
conversion mortgages or HECM and are available
for homeowners age 62 and older. Please contact
Heather Strohm at 610-435-1541, ext. 311.

October is Domestic Violence

Awareness Month
“Domestic violence is often shrouded in silence. People
outside the family hesitate to interfere, even when they
suspect abuse is occurring. Many times even extended
family denies that abuse exists, out of loyalty to the
abuser and in order to protect the image of the family.
...Violence against women in the home has serious
repercussions for children. Over 50 percent of men who
abuse their wives also beat their children. Children who
grow up in violent homes are more likely to develop
alcohol and drug addictions and to become abusers
themselves. The stage is set for a cycle of violence that
may continue from generation to generation.”
When | Call for Help: A Pastoral Response to Domestic
Violence Against Women, U.S. Catholic Bishops

SCHUYLKILL WOMEN IN CRISIS
24/7 HOTLINE
622-6220

OFFICE OF PRO-LIFE: Do you seek healing
from a past abortion experience either recent or many
years ago? Call 1-866-3 Rachel, the confidential Project
Rachel Hotline, for information about compassionate
post-abortion counseling and reconciliation and Rachel’s
Vineyard Retreats.

Let us pray for all young parents and families, especially those
struggling financially, that they will have hope and faith in.
God’s goodness and be given the strength to persevere

THANKSGIVING
FOOD COLLECTION

Our parish is collecting food items for Thanksgiving.
Last year we distributed 12 baskets. Please help us reach
out to the needy in our area.

If you or someone you know is in need of a
Thanksgiving Basket, please call the Rectory.

Items Needed:

Stuffing Mix Canned Fruit

Broth Packaged Cookies
Coffee/Tea (instant)  Jelly

Hot Chocolate Hot Cereal packages
Apple Sauce Canned Sweet Potatoes
Peanut Butter Beef Stew

Soups Spaghetti

Spaghetti Sauce Macaroni & Cheese

If anyone wishes to donate a Turkey for this collection,
please call the Rectory 622-5470. Donations will be
accepted after November 8"

Kindly place your donations in the baskets at the rear
and side entrances of the church. Thank you.

FROM OUR PARISH NURSE

... Janet Daubert
Depression. We have heard a lot about
depression; it is a frequent topic of magazine
articles, talk shows and TV commercials. The
National Alliance for the Mentally Il estimates
that 15 million adults in the United States
experience depression each year. Many of us
have struggled with depression at some point in
our lives. Feeling sad and exhausted most of the
time; sleeping more than normal; not interacting with
friends or family are some of the symptoms that
accompany depression. What we don’t realize is that
there may be an underlying physical condition causing
these symptoms. One may be a low red blood cell count.
A primary physician is the first person to see if you or a
friend are experiencing depression. Make an
appointment to have your blood count and blood
chemistry checked.

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER: Couples need
quiet time apart from their children. A MARRIAGE
ENCOUNTER weekend will recharge your relationship.
For information call 1-800-787-7679 or go online at
WWW. Wwme-nepa.org.

Thank You Department: We wish to thank Rose
Schimpf who beautifully decorates our Sanctuary and
Chapel each week. Thank you Rose!

Casting all your cares upon Him; for He careth for you.
1 Peter 5:7



CATECHIST CORNER

Quiz Corner: Answers to last week’s quiz question:
How do we appropriately prepare to receive the
Eucharist? What is the appropriate disposition?
Catholics should prepare to receive Communion by
regular prayer and scripture reading, the sacrament of
reconciliation, fasting: the requirement after the Second
Vatican Council, requires a one hour fast from all food
and drink (excluding water). This may be reduced to 15
minutes for those who are sick or for other important
reasons:

--- wearing modest dress to church, and coming to Mass
in a prayerful state of mind.

Catholics should refrain from the sacrament when they
are not in a state of grace because of mortal sin, unless
they receive the sacrament of reconciliation before the
Eucharist.

If you’re going to receive in the hand, the best way is to
put one hand down and put the other hand on top of it
and make, as Tertullian used to say, a kind of throne for
the Lord. When the priest puts the Host on your hand,
you say, "Amen." Take a step or two to the side to make
way for the next communicant, then receive our Lord.
Communion should not be received on the run, as you’re
walking back to your place; it should be consumed
before you leave the area below the altar.

If you are going to receive on the tongue, you should
keep certain things in mind. First, the head should be
bent back slightly, and the head should be held erect, but
kind of tilted back. The tongue should come out over the
bottom teeth, equal with the bottom lip, so that the priest
has some place to put the Host.

Our disposition when coming to Communion should be
one of, "It is the Lord"— is the Lord that we are
worshiping. It is the Lord that we are receiving into
ourselves. It is the Lord who is giving us in the Eucharist
a special way to participate in divine life. It is the Lord
who is sanctifying us. That should be the overwhelming
disposition with which we approach Holy Communion:
"It is the Lord!"

The Rt. Rev. Adrian J. Parcher, O.S.B., is the retired
abbot of St. Martin's Benedictine Abbey in Lacey,
Washington.

Next Week’s Question:

Did you do your family pack for GIFT? Bring it to
Mass on October 31 and place in the basket.

OUTREACH MINISTRY
REACH OUT and TOUCH SOMEONE

E?; ) Call Margie Glunz 622-3067

Call us if you need us.
YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE

Volunteers are needed!

DISABILITY INCLUSION

AWARENESS SUNDAY

Each year, in the Diocese of Allentown, all parishes are
encouraged to celebrate Disability Inclusion Awareness
Sunday on or around the second Sunday in November.
This year’s celebration will be held on November 7.
The purpose of this event is to heighten the awareness of
the gifts people with disabilities have to offer and to
encourage the inclusion of people with disabilities into
parish life and ministries.

In addition to identifying a particular Sunday in support
of those with disabilities, the Diocese of Allentown has
also spearheaded an initiative to designate a Parish
Advocate for each parish to further assist our brethren
with special needs. The Parish Advocate for persons
with disabilities for St. John the Baptist Parish Family is
Nannette Brophy Major.

As many of you may know, Nannette is the mother of
Skye Major. Skye is a 17 year-old parishioner and youth
group member. Skye has Down Syndrome and Pervasive
Development Disorder (PDD), which is a form of
autism. While Skye may experience the physical world
differently than most of her peers, she is by no means
short of wunique gifts and talents, which she
enthusiastically uses to enlarge the Kingdom Of God.
We are all charged with this task, no matter what our
state in life. Skye’s entire existence is a ministry; a
universal call to simply love. Her part in the Body of
Christ, like all persons with disabilities, is crucial,
without which, we are all lesser beings.

That said, the Parish Advocate’s role is to act on behalf
of persons with disabilities to ensure that all are invited
to share in the life of the parish. The advocate is a
volunteer who serves as a liaison between persons with
disabilities and their parish and between the parish and
the Office for Ministry with Persons with Disabilities,
Catholic Life and Evangelization, Diocese of Allentown.

A disability is defined as difficulty seeing or hearing,
moving the body, or understanding everything quickly.
It is a physical or mental impairment, which limits a
person’s life activities. It can be from birth: it can come
with age. Approximately one out of 5 members of our
parish lives with some type of disability! It is the goal of
the church to offer the same respect and opportunities in
worship life to all people. Please feel free to contact
Nannette at 622-9364 or sjcmajor@yahoo.com.

CHANCE BOOKS: to benefit Retired Sisters of
Saint Joseph are available in the back of church or at the
rectory.Grand Prize: $10,000

10 Prizes: $500 each

Drawing: December 5"

Donation: $1.00 per chance or 6 for $5.00


http://us.mc1108.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=sjcmajor@yahoo.com

'CHRISTMAS BAZAAR

The 11th Annual Christmas Bazaar will be here before
you know it ... November 13 & 14.
’ Preview weekend — November 6™ & 7. /
~ So many families donated baskets last year that it was
- wonderful to see the spirit of St. John’s shine through.
Thanks for your support and prayers.
Helping hands at the Bazaar are always
welcome. If you can help or you have
questions, please call the Rectory 622-

i

5470.

_In addition to our many various THEME BASKETS,
~ there will be beautiful CRAFTS, many of which are -

handmade, SPECIALS, and of course, FOOD including
Roast Beef Platters, Barbecue, Hot Dogs, Sauerkraut,

Sy

_ Soups, etc., and our delicious BAKED GOODS.
%ﬁ PICTURES WITH SANTA will be available also.

This is a great way to get involved in a fun fundraiser for

/ the parish and to meet other people. Join us !1!

CHRISTMAS BAZAAR

We wish to thank the following for their donations ...

AAA
All Saints School
Beehive Salon
Bella Salon
BG’s Market
Dot Bound
Breakfast Basket
Crafters
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Deegan Corporation
DeMarco’s Deli

Don & Joanne Doyne
Father Dave
Farlow’s

Karla Garland

Kathy Gianfagna

Giant Store
Glunz/LeBlanc Family
Prudence Griffin
Lorraine Gurlavage
Hadesty’s
Headquarters Salon

Membership Gift Certificate
All Saints School Basket
Beauty Basket
2 Haircut Certificates
$25.00
Crocheted Hangers
Kay Russell & Doris Schultz
2 Snowman Basket, Santa Basket,
Holiday Entertaining Basket, Red &
Silver Basket, Dickins Village
Basket, Spring Basket, Just for Her
Basket, Boys & Girls Toy Baskets,
Child’s Activity Basket, Christmas
Basket, Girl’s Doll Basket, Boys Car
Basket, Girl’s Game Basket, Blue
Snowman Basket,
Gift Certificate — Tax Preparation
$10.00 Gift Certificate
Wine Basket
Gevalia Coffee Basket
$10.00 Gift Certificate
Travel Basket,Candle/Beauty Basket
Various Handmade Christmas
Items, Purses, Ornaments, etc.
$25.00 Gift Certificate
Dog Basket
Holistic Health Service Certificate
Wine
Tape Measures
Beauty Basket
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CHRISTMAS BAZAAR

Sterling & Joanne Hepler $50.00

Jacob & Diane Herring
Sue Jochems

Lucilla Kochol

Tony & Joanne Kochol
Anna Kurtek

Maureen Kurtek

John & Pat Kutch
Mary Kutch

Fran Lorenz

Maroon’s

Karen Mistysyn
Nativity High School
Al & Kathy Norkus
Original Italian Pizza
John & Bernice Petock
Philly Pretzel Factory
Carol Quirin

Roma Pizza

Dorothy Rosenberger
St. John’s Choirs

St. John's Parishioners
St. John's Parishioners
Sue Scheetz

Barbara Schoenauer
Mary Ann Schweikert
Joanie Scheetz

Pat & Missy Scheetz
Serendipity

Bernice Sockwell
Dorothy Stangl

Donna Steidle

Janet Thomas

Luis R. & Virginia Visot
Vito’s Coal Fired Pizza
Waymart

Weis Store

Bob Weaver Chevrolet

Joe & Barbara Wollyung

Busy Baby Toy Basket
Handyman Basket, Sewing Baskets
Barbie Basket

Coffee Maker/Crystal Candle Vase
$25.00

Baker’s Basket

$25.00 Gift Certificate for Roma
$10.00

Pamper Me Basket

$25.00 Gift Certificate

42" Bride Doll

Sports/School Basket

Wine Basket

$10.00

Children’s Craft & Book Baskets
100 Pretzel Gift Cards

Various Christmas items, Lottery
Tickets

$10.00 Gift Certificate

Avon Basket

DVD Basket

Vera Bradley Basket

Phillies Basket

First Aide Basket

Christmas Wall Hanging
Crocheted Bags / Purses
Christmas Ornaments

Gift Wrap Basket

Purse / Candle

Towels with Crocheted Toppers
Death by Chocolate Basket
Handmade Jewelry / Crafts
Clean Kids Care Basket

Wine Basket /\
$25.00 4

$25.00 T e
$10.00 <&

$25.00 %
$25.00

CALLING ALL BAKERS, CANDY

MAKERS

Baked Goods and Candy are needed for our Baked
Goods Stand at the Christmas Bazaar on November
13th & 14™. All donations are most appreciated!

DESSERTS NEEDED \We are grateful for

any dessert you would be willing to
make to be served with our Hot Roast
... jello, pudding, tapioca,

Beef Platters

sugar-free desserts are also needed.

May He give to all of you a heart to worship Him
and to do His will readily and generously.
... 2 Maccabees 1:3



NEIGHBORING EVENTS

'ST. PAULINE VISINTAINER| You are invited to take part
in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass followed by
Veneration of the first-class relic of St. Pauline
Visintainer, Patron Saint of Diabetics and of all who are
sick on Monday, October 25" at 5 p.m. at the Simon
Kramer Institute Chapel in New Philadelphia. To
register, please call 277-6218. Light refreshments will be
served.

Drop on Saturday, October 30™ from 9 a.m. until 12
noon and Saturday, November 6™ at 6 p.m. Doors open
10 a.m.; Auction begins 2 p.m. Food and Baked Goods
available. Tickets $3.00 sheet or $5.00 for 2 sheets.

free day in New York City ... only $35.00. For more
information or to reserve your seat, call Greg at 622-
1859.

Diakon Volunteer Home Care Community Services for
Seniors on Friday, November 12" — 6 p.m. at Trinity
Lutheran Church, 3“ & Arch Sts., Pottsville. Tickets
$25.00 (dinner and show) can be obtained by calling
624-3020 or 800-621-6325. (A limited amount of ‘show-
only’ tickets are also available for $10.00)

Zone Hall ... includes food, coffee and soda ... featuring
MIXX from 7 to 10 p.m. All proceeds benefit Schuylkill
County Diabetes Organization. Advance Tickets $20.00;
at the door $22.00. For more information 544-5657.

PRAYER FOR OUR TROOPS AROUND THE WORLD
"Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands. Protect
them as they protect us. Bless them and their families for
the selfless acts they perform for us in our time of need. |
ask this in the name of Jesus, our Lord and Savior."

PECANS - PECANS
St. John’s Catholic Women’s Union will be sellin
Pecans again this year.
1 Ib Mammoth Halves
(available now)
12 oz. Milk Chocolate Covered Halves
12 oz. Dark Chocolate Covered Halves
(available at the Christmas Bazaar)

All pecans are $8.00
For more information or to place an order,
Please call Fran Lorenz 544-2837.

PUMPKIN ROLLS

... sponsored by St. John’s Food Service ...

Whole Pumpkin Rolls ... $9.00 each.
Pick-up at the Russell Building on Saturday, November
20™. To place an order, please call Kate Zagar 622-3193.
or the Rectory 622-5470.

lunteers N ... We will be

making the Pumpkin Rolls on November @
18™ & 19" at the Russell Building from 9 S
a.m. until ??? Please call Kate Zagar if you
can help 622-3193.

ATTENTION PARENTS /

GRANDPARENTS & GUARDIANS ..

Saint Patrick's Cub Scout Pack is looking for a few more
Kids that are interested in becoming scouts. We meet on
a Tuesday night for 1hr @ the former St Joe's parish hall
on Howard Ave. A fun time is had by all. Anyone that is
interested or needs more information, please contact
Rita Davis @ 628-2727 or Chris Hohman @ 628-
5758.We also need a few former scouts or parents or
grandparents to serve as den leaders if anyone can help,
please let us know. It is not much of your time that we
ask but the rewards are a lifetime.

When cares increase within me, Your comfort gives me
joy. ... Psalm 94:19









